	Most people with learning disabilities have problems with spoken and written language, and communication is one of the triad of difficulties defining autistic spectrum disorders.

There are high-tech solutions in the form of electronic talkers, but these are not appropriate for everyone.   Signers have the added benefit of not needing to carry extra equipment – our hands are always there!  And consistent use of signing supports the development of both comprehension and expressive language skills.

Sign-supported communication has been shown to be of great value in improving inclusion and self-esteem, and in reduction of challenging behaviour rooted in frustration.

The most extensive and accessible signing system in Britain is Signalong, with over 15,000 signs published in a form which enables users to find and use the signs easily.
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The Signalong Group,

Stratford House, Waterside Court,

Neptune Way, Rochester, 

Kent  ME2 4NZ

Telephone:

0870 7743752 (Sales & Administration)

0870 7743754 (Development & Training)
website: www.signalong.org.uk

Registered charity no: 1039788

A company limited by guarantee no. 2922636

Reg. office: 129 Rochester Road, Burham, Rochester, Kent ME1 3SG 
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     Why Sign?

Enables communication 
43% of adults with moderate to severe learning difficulties are unable to process verbal language and need other means

communicate

Useful in a range of disabilities
language problems may occur in learning difficulties, cerebral palsy, autism and others

       help
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Multi-channel input 

useful where auditory messages are not processed quickly

   many
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Encourages eye contact & concentration

     look

Needs no additional materials or equipment
 independent
	Why Signalong?

· Standardised sign-supporting system 
Based on British Sign Language, but used in spoken word order, with 1 sign per concept

· Wide-ranging vocabulary 
The Signalong Group has researched and published over 15,000 signs (more than any other organisation in Britain) 

· Easily accessible 
Signs are drawn and described using a standard method which is consistent across the whole vocabulary

· Adaptable 

Special vocabularies available, and local variations can be accommodated

· Relevant 

Vocabulary covering needs ranging from pre-school to independent living and employment, to be used as required

· Full training & support 
Training provided on-site or at the Signalong Centre, including training for tutors and Total Communication Co-ordinators.  Free sign research service provided to users
	The Signalong Group is a registered charity, founded in 1992 to provide communication resources for children with SLD.  The Signalong system was quickly adopted by organisations catering for older students and adults.  It is becoming the signing system of choice for work in autism and for total communication applications.

Signalong covers needs ranging from pre-school and pre-language, up to employment and independent living.

Signs are analysed for handshape, orientation, placement and movement.   These elements are combined in text descriptions which are consistent throughout and act as the basis for simple line drawings to illustrate how the sign is performed.

The Signalong Group offers a range of services, including commissioned resources, training, free sign research and advice.  The charity has a growing network of over 300 tutors and is a member of the Open College Network, offering courses which carry transferable credits
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The Signalong Group is a charity dedicated to enabling children and adults with learning disabilities and autistic spectrum disorders to overcome language difficulties.  Between 1992 and 2006 about 15,000 signs have been researched and published in manuals serving a wide range of age and ability, from pre-school and pre-language to adulthood and independent living.   Signalong also provides a full training service and free sign research and advice.
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